MONS AND MARNE
the garrison in Paris, with just the opportunity they needed for the great counterstroke of the battle of the Marne*
The Battle of the Marne
To strike at von Kluck, to drive a wedge between his army and the other German armies, and by the same movement to threaten the other armies with envelopment and compel their retreat were now the aims of French and British, and all were accomplished in five days of hard fighting. General Joffre waited until von Kluck had crossed the Marne and was facing the British, and then gave the signal for a general offensive. Manoury with the French Sixth Army now attacked from the north and west, and von Kluck being threatened in rear and flank had to bring his troops back across the Marne and in so doing left an increasing gap between his army and the army of von Biilow on his left. The British coming up from the south advanced into this gap and reached the Marne bridges in time to relieve Manoury, who in his turn was hard pressed and in danger of being enveloped (September 8). On the right of the British the French Fifth Army under Franchet d'Esperey engaged von BiUow, and occupied Chateau-Thierry after heavily defeating his right, and still further to the east a newly formed French army under Foch fought desperately with von Billow's left, which in combination with the German Third Army under von Hausen, was attempting to break through what was then the French centre, and was pushing south in the triangle between the Marne and the Aube. Foch's action has been exposed to some |              criticism, but he held his ground, while British and French
widened the gap between von Kluck and von Biilow and carried it further west.
At this point von Moltke, the German Commander-in-Chief, watching from his rather remote head-quarters at Luxembourg, decided that the situation was becoming dangerous, and sent a Staff Officer to confer with the Army commanders and arrange for a retreat, if it should become necessary. Von Biilow had no doubt that it was necessary, if his flank was to be saved, after the British Isad crossed the Marne, and the order was given to von Kluck to fall back in conformity with von Biilow. The retreat of these two armies
n and rear, was too weak to be formidable.   These mis-
